


THE LAYMAN’S INFORMATION SERVICE 
Condensed, Non-Denominational 





A report on inside trends, forecasts of significant developments, 
and other matters pertinent to Christian thinking on economics, 
labor, social strife, and international affairs. 


Reentered as second class matter March 28, 1946 at the post office at 
Demarest, N. J., 


Published the first and third Mondays of each month, except June, 


under the Act of March 3, 1899, 


July and August, when it will be published monthly. $1.00 a year. 





CHARLES A. WELLS, Editor and Publisher 


GRACE Lozikr, Assistant Editor 


Publication Office: Box 269, Demarest, New Jersey 
Editorial Office: 152 Madison Ave., New York 16, N. Y. 


VoL. VI, No. 9 
May 5, 1947 





Closed Shop Survey 


Headines everywhere are filled 
with proclamations concerning the 
evils of the- close’ shop. We-aie 
not arguing for or against the 
closed shop, but it is significant 
to discover that when a survey 
was made to determine the atti- 
tude of business management to- 
ward the closed shop the survey 
to a great extent backfired! As a 
result, the findings were suppress- 
ed. If the findings had been anti- 
closed shop, they would have been 
printed everywhere. 

The survey of the attitudes of 
1,000 companies that have some 
form of the closed shop disclosed 
that only 14.6 per cent believed 
that union security clauses had 
worsened management-labor rela- 
tions in their plants. This canvass, 
made by the National Foreman’s 
Institute, Inc., a management ser- 
vice organization, showed that 19.2 
per cent of the employers ques- 
tioned believed that the closed 
shop had promoted better manage- 
ment-labor relations. 

The rest, representing nearly 
two-thirds of the whole group 
said they did not believe the grant- 
ing of union security had made 
much difference one way or the 
other. In other words, more com- 
panies believed that the closed 
shop was_beneficial.than that it 
was harmfulf — 

Thus only 14.6 per cent of in- 
dustrial management, when being 
honest with itself, actually felt that 
the closed shop was harmful in 
practice. 

The 1,000 employers were also 
asked whether they thought union 
security would continue in actual 
practice in their plants even if 
Congress passed a law banning all 
forms of the closed shop. On this 
question the answers were almost 
equally divided among those who 
said yes, those who said no and 
those who admitted they did not 
know. Employers who said union 
security would continue represent- 
ed 34.6 per cent of the total. 
Those who said it would not were 
31.5 per cent and those who did 
not know 33.9 per cent. 

The survey covered large and 
small companies in all parts of the 
country. Employers in the con- 
struction, garment and printing 
trades, which are almost com- 

(continued on next page) 


ID YOU KNOW that last year alone starvation took as many 
lives as six years of World War II? Did some one say the war 
is over? It is not over for millions of hungry and sick children, fami- 


lies separated and homeless, tivity die rubble uf pomibed out build-* 


ings and caves, existing on what they can forage from forests and 
fields. And yet did you know that, for the most part, international and 
governmental agencies have ended their support of relief projects, 
although these same governments are spending billions of dollars de- 
veloping weapons for the next war? Only Christian agencies now are 
carrying on relief for the suffering. Let the cynic face this fact! What 
would the world be like at this hour if it were not for the church and 
the Christian message of love and !.ope? 


X-Ray and Forecast 


ORGOTTEN BLUE PRINT. A year ago anyone who dared to 
intimate that the United Nations organization was not a workable 
and effective blue print for peace «as officially branded as subversive 
to the peace and a “perfectionist.” But already it is being quietly but 
widely admitted in diplomatic circles that our own government, in a 
hastily conceived reshaping of American foreign policy, has dealt a 
mortal wound to the UN by proposed United States aid to Greece and 
Turkey. 

When voices around the world were heard in protest, the admin- 
istration did a swift and complete cover up and launched an over- 
whelming publicity campaign to t«'! the world that we “don’t mean 
it that way” . . . that we still believe in the UN and hope that in 
some way the aid to Greece and Turkey will be woven into the UN 
program. 

The American public heard 2jl this, publicity and believes it, but 
the American public is not allowed to know that in every capital of 
the world, our Greek-Turkey intervention policy is still accepted as a 
decisive acknowledgement on the part of the United States that we 
no longer have any confidence in the UN as an effective instrument of 
peace. All the swift patching up by administration leaders and such 
UN spokesmen in Congress as Vandenberg and Connally has not 
changed world opinion one stitch. 

The world knows that in spite of all the pretty talk tossed over 
toward the UN, the United States is going on its own on the Greek- 
Turkey action; that the $400 million is not to be spent through the 
UN but outside it under strict American control. There is a faint hope 
that the $400 million dollars may be handled at least in part by the 
UN, or under some semblance of its partial supervision, but don’t take 
too seriously any reports you may hear along that line. It caw happen, 
but it is unlikely to happen. 

The UN can hardly handle this money because much of the 
money is to be spent arming the Greeks and Turks against Russia. How 
could the UN handle money to arm some of its members against an- 
other of its members? It is this situation that is being kept so hush- 
hush in Washington, 

It is a hard saying and the American people are not hearing it, 
but all diplomatic circles believe that between the Russian veto and 


(continued on next page) 


Nebraska Utilities 


The constant campaign on the 


_pdart.of the. private nowen moreps 


lies to convince the public that 
the trend toward public ownership 
of power is inefficient, against the 
nation’s interests and communis- 
tic, was rudely shaken recently by 
an AP news report from Nebras- 
ka. The only trouble is that most 
papers, subservient to private 
power monopolies through adver- 
tising pressure, didn’t run the 
story, although they get the AP 
releases. Said the AP report: 

“Nebraska is the only state 
where all electric power facilities 
are publicly owned. In this state- 
wide people’s power empire, rates 
are going down—faster than they 
are nationally. They are already 
below the national average. 

“People are using more and 
more electricity. The increase in 
Nebraska has been more than the 
national average. New industries 
are moving in. 

“Finally, the people’s control of 
hydro-electric dams has enabled 
them in effect to subsidize irri- 
gation. Irrigation has created some 
of the country’s wealthiest and 
most productive farm land. 

“More than ten years old now, 
Nebraska’s public power empire 
really came into full swing when 
the big Nebraska Power Company 
of Omaha recently passed into 
public hands. The Omaha firm was 
the state’s last privately-owned 
supplier of public power. In its 
last losing battle in Nebraska, 
private power put up a vigorous 
fight before the public took the 
property under state law, which 
encourages public ownership. 

“Every step taken by those ad- 
vocating public ownership of the 
Nebraska Power Company was 
challenged in the courts by pri- 
vate power interests, who also 
carried an extensive campaign to 
get their views before the public.” 

It must be kept in mind, that 
in Washington, and in every state 
capitol, the private power inter- 
ests maintain well-financed lobby 
organizations that are constantly 
fighting all movements toward the 
expansion of public ownership and 
control of our national resources. 
Millions of dollars are now being 
spent in an absurd effort to brand 
all such efforts as communistic. 





Closed Shop Survey 
(continued) 


pletely organized, were not includ- 
ed on the basis that the closed 
shop was so well established in 
such concerns that there was 
little likelihood of its elimination 
under any circumstances, 

The industrial relations direct- 
or of one New York company 
informed the institute that he be- 
believed union security was essen- 
tial to the maintenance of peace- 
ful conditions in a unionized plant. 

“A union in a plant which is 
covered by a contract which does 
not contain a security clause is a 
fountainhead of workers’ suspic- 
ion, rumor, strife, and generally 
unsettled conditions,” this execu- 
tive wrote. “Because it must con- 
stantly fight for its life, it tends 
to sow dissension among the work- 
ers with accompanying dissatis- 
faction and low morale.” 


The Moving Spotlight . 


Raises 


While the focus of news has 
been on strikes, many industries 
have settled the problem of wages 
without strikes, Most of these set- 
tlements significantly enough have 
resulted in a substantial increase 
to the workers. Large oil corpora- 
tions, whose domestic policies are 
as progressive as their foreign 
policies are imperialistic, have 
granted increases of 20 to 25 cents 
per hour in many oil areas. 


Edison Workers 


Instead of fighting labor, hold- 
ing wages down as far ag possible 
and opposing all suggestions that 
labor have a part in industrial 
planning, some corporations have 
taken the lead in advancing the 
welfare of their workers. For in- 
stance, at the great Thomas A. 
Edison Industries of New Jersey, 
2,700 workers have just been given 
$1,250,000 worth of the company’s 
stock and other plans have been 
voluntarily inaugurated by the 
management to bring better in- 
dustrial relations into being in the 
Edison plant. 


“It’s Not So.” 

The Department of Justice won 
the suit against General Electric 
and Westinghouse in which it 
charged they organized and oper- 
ated an international cartel with 
German and British corporations 
to control prices and eliminate 
competition in the sale of electri- 
cal equipment abroad. The Ameri- 
can corporations will now get out 
expensive and elaborate publicity, 
as they usually do in these cases, 
endeavoring to prove that, “It’s 
not so.” But the court findings 
and decision stand for all who 
care to examine them. 


Steel Monopoly 


Along this same line, the De- 
partment of Justice has brought 
anti-trust action against United 
States Steel to prevent its buying 
up the Consolidateq Steel Corpora- 
tion on the West Coast... . one 
of the few remaining independent 
steel companies operating west of 
the Mississippi River. The govern- 


(continued in third column) 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


the American by-pass of the UN in the first instance where American 
interests are vitally involved, the UN has been reduced to a diplo- 
matic debating society, and can become nothing more until Russia and 
the United States are willing to take the necessary steps to restore it 
to effective action. 

With these factors in mind, a ten-year-old boy can see why there 
was so little progress made in the Moscow conference. The Marshall- 
Molotov negotiations were to reinstate working agreements for and 
confidence in the UN as an instrument of peace. It was widely said 
in Washington that Truman’s sudden pronouncement of the Greek- 
Turkey aid policy was to strengthen Marshall’s bargaining position, 
but the General certainly didn’t come home with any bargains! 

This does not mean that war has come closer. War cannot come 
until men are able and willing to fight again. A year ago, before the 
armies had been disbanded, we were for a few months very near war. 
A wave of pressure in London and Washington at that time was ex- 
erted to crack down on Russia in Iran and Manchuria, move our 
armies and fleets in and, backed by American atom bombs, start shoot- 
ing if Russia did not promptly withdraw from the traditional trade 
lanes and rich centers of raw materials held by western capitalism. 
Our readers will remember the frank reports we published along these 
lines at that time. ° 

Now we are in a new era. Armies for the most part are demobil- 
ized. Even Russia has demobilized much of its great land force. Wash- 
ington spokesmen in diplomatic circles are predicting that it will be 
seven to ten years before the world has sufficiently recovered from 
the ravages of the past war to be able to fight again. So there is time. 
But will the time be used to strengthen selfishness and nationalism? If 
the United States and Britain should spend the next few years pro- 
moting real economic and political democracy in the areas surround- 
ing Russia instead of pouring in money and men to support and per- 
petuate the rotten old feudal systems with which our business inter- 
ests have been partners, there would be basis for a real hope. But the 
crux of the matter is that, if we promoted real democracy in these 
areas, the native people, in the awakening they would experience, 
would begin to want their own oil, tin, rubber and to participate in 
their own ship lines . . . so such a development would conflict with 
profitable enterprise of western capitalism. 

But we could in a few years surround Russia with an ever-widen- 
ing pattern of democracy with its increasing prosperity for the com- 
mon man. Such an achievement could, we believe, also be profitable 
to western capitalism and would soon leave Russia imprisoned in its 
own poverty and tyranny brought by communism. No tyranny could 
long endure, even in Russia, under such circumstances. 

If we fail to do this, the time will come in any case that the 
common people of these areas will revolt against political and eco- 
nomic masters, as they are already beginning to revolt in India, Indo- 
China and elsewhere. In the revolt the doors will be open to patterns 
of socialized economy. And, of course, it is that day for which the 
Russian leaders are waiting. As long as our policy remains what it is, 
they know that time is on their side, 


HRISTIANS, ARABS ... AND OIL. What amounts almost 
to a conspiracy of silence in official circles, the press and radio, 
has greeted the efforts of a representative of one of the oldest Chris- 
tian bodies in the world to gain the attention and help of the United 
Nations and the American public regarding the plight of the Assyrian 
people. The Patriarch of the Assyrian Nestorian Church, Mar Eshai 
Simun, who is also the legal representative of the Assyrian people, 
has come to this country to report the massacre, plunder and torture 
of his people by the governments of Arabia which are being sup- 
ported and maintained by American and British oil money. 
In this connection it is important to recall that after World War 
I the Assyrian people were promised their independence—an all-im- 
portant hope of the Assyrian nation which is almost entirely Chris- 
tian and is surrounded by a Moslem world. But British and American 
oil interests, operating through international diplomacy and deter- 
mined to hold the cooperation of the Arabian world in order to keep 
monopoly on Arabian oil, methodically sabotaged the promise of As- 
syrian freedom by support of feudal Arabian dynasties. 


(continued on next page) 





The Moving Spotlight 


(continued) 


ment charge is that such a pur- 
chase would give United States 
Steel unwarranted monopolistic 
control, and would further the ef- 
fort to use United States Steel 
subsidiaries as a Means of drawing 
all steel production into the hands 
of eastern investors. 


Mess 


The War Department is now 
working hard to create a new at- 
titude toward the German people 
on the part of the American occu- 
pational forces. Even movies are 
now being used to stop the hate- 
German attitude created by war 
propaganda and now so seriously 
hindering the re-establishment of 
a peaceful Germany. As one Officer 
reported to us, “The coming of 
service men’s wives has intensi- 
fied the problem. They come over 
here filled with the prevailing 
propaganda-inspired attitude of 
hatred against all Germans and 
often act insultingly toward the 
very Germans we are trying to 
cooperate with who are known 
always to have been anti-nazi and 
many of whom served long tor- 
tured years in nazi prisons. It’s a 
mess.” The major’s remark that 
war is a mess strikes us as an un- 
derstatement! 


1Q 

Psychologists are now warning 
parents not to ask for the IQ 
rating of their children. Dr. J. L. 
Stone of Vassar and the New York 
School for Social Research says 
that many leading psychologists 
wish the IQ method had never been 
invented. It is too handy and 
can be used too easily to dispose 
of personality problems, reports 
Dr. Stone. The specialists are ad- 
mitting now that human person- 
ality is something you can’t meas- 
ure by any such mechanical meth- 
ods. The new viewpoint supports 
the belief that a child may have 
great abilities that can’t be drawn 
out during such a meager test 
because of self-consciousness and 
other influences. While the IQ tests 
are beneficial for group results, 
the individual mind is beyond 
measurement, The psychologists 
are at last discovering that ‘man 
is a spirit,” and cannot be meas- 
ured like apples or dress goods, 


Justice 

A white jury in Mississippi re- 
cently sent a 24-year old white 
war veteran to prison for life for 
the rape of a 5-year old Negro 
girl. The girl, the daughter of a 
minister, was admitted as a com- 
petent witness. 


Crusade Against Vice 


A story of courage and heroism 
on the part of clergymen is to be 
found in Steubenville, Ohio. A 
vice condition of long standing was 
cleaned up by the Protestant Min- 
isterial Association of that city 
although individual pastors had 
received threats of personal vio- 
lence and other impediments too 
numerous to mention to prevent 
their continuing the crusade 


against organized vice. Even the 
(continued on next page) 





The Moving Spotlight 
(continued) 

resident Roman Catholic bishop 
scolded Protestant ministers to de- 
fend gambling gangsters of the 
community! But a grand jury fin- 
ally brought justice, heavy fines 
were levied against the crooks 
ang the crusade was concluded 
successfully. 


Msgr. Sheen on Russia 


A remarkable statement was re- 
cently made by a _ prominent 
spokesman of the Catholic Church 
which reveals that not all Catho- 
lic leaders agree with the rabid, 
war-like, anti-Russian propaganda 
of the Catholic hierarchy. 

Warning that “war is not the 
answer to the problem of com- 
munism,”’ Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen, 
Catholic radio voice and Professor 
of Philosophy at the Catholic Uni- 
versity of America, declared re- 
cently that “we must not hope for 
the extinction of the communists 
but roust pray for their conver- 
sion.” 

The “deep religious sense of the 
Russian people and the great spir- 
ituality of the Russian Church,” 
he said, formed the basis of his 
hope that a spiritual campaign 
would be successful. “Only three 
per cent of the Russians are com- 
munists,” said Msgr, Sheen. “‘Nine- 
ty-seven per cent are submerged. 
Despite tremendous persecution 
they have kept their faith. A cen- 
sus taken in 1936 disclosed that 
67 per cent of the Russian people 
believe in religion. 

“Western civilization should re- 
pent and strike its breast because 
every bit of the philosophy of com- 
munism has come from the West- 
ern world, chiefly from Germany. 

“There is not a single Russian 
idea in communism. It ill behooves 
us to take a superior attitude be- 
cause the Russian people have 
left the Father’s house. We should 
be humble and repent because we 
have taught the Russians a les- 
son they have learned too well.” 

These words command the re- 
spect and agreement of every 
thinking Christian. Does this mean 
a change in Catholic policy? We 
can all pray that it will, for if 
the great weight of Catholics and 
Protestants should unite in such 
a position, their influence would 
soon change the whole economic 
and political madness that now 
prevails throughout much of the 
world. 

Unfortunately, the Catholic press 
for the most part ignored Msgr. 
Sheen’s remarkable address, as 
did the secular press, 


Not By Magic 


One of the most serious prob- 
lems on the national horizon con- 
tinues to be the failure of labor 
leaders to cooperate with their 
friends in Congress. Labor re- 
forms, through legislation, are in- 
evitable and desirable, but some 
congressmen are pushing for pu- 
nitive and extreme legislation that 
would bring bitterness and vio- 
lence to the American industrial 
scene. Other members of Congress, 
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UNITED POWER OR WASTED POWER 
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One of the greatest hindrances to the influence of religion in modern 
life is the failure of the various denominations and church groups to co- 
operate and unite for the achievement of great moral and Spiritual aims. 
We all know that in every other phase of modern life cooperation and 
organized action is essential. Yet we expect the church to have power and 
make progress while many groups operate strictly on their own. If we 
were willing to unite our driving power for the great objectives, we should 
be able to develop a force for righteousness unknown in the spiritual world 
today. This does not imply any surrender of denominational or theological 
attachment, but a uniting of our forces above these attachments that the 
voice of religion might have a power and influence it does not now have. 





X-Ray and Foreeast  (coninued) 


Patriarch Simun is pleading for UN attention to the fact that his 
people are being subjected to systematic massacre and plunder by 
mobs in Iran and Iraq with no news of the suffering being allowed 
to reach the outside world. The Patriarch and representative of the 
Assyrian people pointed out that the governments of Iran and Iraq 
were organized simply to protect American and British oil wealth, and 
that his people are forced to be the silent victims of one of the most 
bloody and shameful tragedies of history. He reports that killings, 
looting and destruction of his people in Azerbaijan were still going 
on last month, The New York Times, on March 26, gave a brief state- 
ment of the Patriarch’s arrival and plea, but official and press silence 
closed in, 


NVESTORS’ DOCTRINE. Have we overemphasized the part busi- 
ness investments have in the new American foreign policy? Hardly. 
Here’s what the financial writers have said openly: 

“The new Truman doctrine provides a safeguard for invest- 
ments which was not heretofore so well defined,” said financial ex- 
pert Hendershot of the New York World-Telegram. “All this means 
a much safer and more profitable state of affairs for investors. It is 
good news of a financial nature.” 

Business Week, one of the leading business publications, on 
March 22 under a headline, “‘New Diplomacy, New Business,” said: 
“United States drive to stop communism abroad means heavy finan- 
cial outlay for bases, relief and reconstruction. But in return, Ameri- 
can business is bound to get new markets abroad.” 

The Wall Street Journal frankly pointed out that oil was the big 
background of the diplomatic development, and urged that the Unit- 


(continued on next page) 


Not By Magic 
(continued) 


friendly to labor, are blocking 
the extreme anti-labor legislation. 
These congressmen would support 
constructive bills that would 
strengthen labor’s position while 
removing or controlling harmful 
extremes of which some unions 
and labor leaders have been guilty. 
Despite the fact that labor legis- 
lation is certain, both AFL and 
CIO representatives have taken an 
uncooperative and negative atti- 
tude thus far in their appearances 
before the Senate Labor Com- 
mittee. 

A research group was set up by 
the Committee for Economic De- 
velopment which ig an organiza- 
tion composed of progressive, en- 
lightened young industrial leaders 
(Between The Lines, March 17, 
1947). An eight-months’ study of 
ways to bring about real collec- 
tive bargaining revealed that bar- 
gaining difficulties could be 
straightened out, but not, the CED 
spokesmen warned, by magic. (In- 
cidentally, those spokesmen were 
Eric Johnston and Paul Hoffman.) 
They said that they had found out 
in that eight-months’ study that 
there is no substitute, no alterna- 
tive—legal or otherwise—for good- 
will and faith. “It is just as sim- 
ple ag that, and just as hard as 
that,” commented the noted news- 
man, Thomas L. Stokes, in report- 
ing the CED testimony. 


Businessman’s View 


Some big business leaders have 
been cracking down on their own 
fellow business associates. Law- 
rence B. Sizer, an executive of 
Marshall Field and Company, big 
Chicago department store, speak- 
ing to a conference of business 
leaders recently, warned that pros- 
perity and high employment are 
endangered by high prices. 

“There’s no sense in fooling 
ourselves,” he said. “Prices are 
far too high, and we are as much 
to blame for it as anybody.” 

Sizer said that the worst thing 
that could happen would be to 
seek lower prices by reducing 
wages. “That would simply de- 
stroy the ability of consumers to 
buy, even if they want to,” he 
said. 


Sign of Progress 


Labor and management can get 
together. 

Perhaps the most significant 
gathering in Washington took 
place recently between the chiefs 
of the Standard Railroaq Labor 
Organizations and prominent rep- 
resentatives of practically all the 
big carriers. 

Several such meetings have been 
held; some at the invitation of 
management, some at the invita- 
tion of labor, This last conference 
is important because of its tim- 
ing. It met in Washington at a 
time when foes of labor are filling 
the air with demands that labor 
be “curbed.” 

The fact that railroad presidents 
and union chiefs can discuss their 


(continued on next page) 











Sign of Progress 


(continued) 


problems without actual or verbal 
mayhem proves that it is possible 
for industrial leaders and labor 
spokesmen to arrive at fair deci- 
sions based on dispassionate and 
accurate knowledge of the facts. 

But the press and radio give 
headlines to strikes, and unfortun- 
ately ignore many of the construc- 
tive signs of progress. 


Begin at Home 


While we say a lot about in- 
justice elsewhere, the American 
Negro can remind us of imper- 
fections at home. Resting its case 
on the statement of the United 
Nations charter that there shall 
be respect for “human rights and 
for fundamental freedoms for all, 
without distinction as to race, sex, 
language or religion,” the Nation- 
al Association for the Advance- 
ment of Colored People has ap- 
pealed to the Human Rights Com- 
mission of the UN for rectifica- 
tion of race discrimination in the 
United States against citizens of 
Negro descent. 


Military Expenditure 


Congress is sitting on a report 
called “Wastage and Extrava- 
gance,” which has to do with war- 
time expenditures. A sample of 
the kind of thing that is to be 
found in this report is the instance 
of a leading military figure, Gen- 
eral Lear, who threw a party for 
friends and spent $211, much of it 
for liquor, and charged it to the 
taxpayers! 

According to newsman Ned 
Brooks of the Scripps Howard 
press, government auditors cast 
doubtful eyes at General Lear’s 
bill because it was charged against 
the Army fund appropriated by 
Congress for emergencies and ex- 
traordinary expenses. The law 
specified that the funds could be 
used only on approval or authority 
of the Secretary of War. 

What is particularly significant 
is that the o.k. of Secretary of 
War Henry L. Stimson was sup- 
plied after the auditors question- 
ed the payment and the item was 
entered under “ordinary routine 
expenditures of a miscellaneous 
character.” 

General Lear is a highly regard- 
ed military figure who served as 
one of General Eisenhower’s aides. 
These are the kind of men and 
this ig the kind of thinking that 
prevails in the official circles 
which are now propagandizing the 
American public for universal 
military training “that our youth 
may be given character-forming, 
healthful training.” 


Atom Emergency 


An Emergency Committee of 
Atomic Scientists, headed by Dr. 
Albert Einstein and composed of 
men who helved make the first 
atomic bombs, has been organized 
for the purpose of raising one mil- 
lion dollars as a fund to give 
widespread publicity to the facts 
concerning atomic power—facts 
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X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


ed States needs to guard its big Middle East oil interests. The 
Journal even quoted a big oil executive as exclaiming, ‘Hallelujah! 
It’s about time,” when he heard of the new diplomacy to put Ameri- 
can guns and dollars between the Near East American oil fields and 
the Russian frontier. 


N°? UNITY. Have you noticed that when some Protestant figure 

—Clare Booth Luce or Senator Wagner—becomes a Catholic, 
the pages of the press are filled with publicity concerning the ‘“‘con- 
versions?” But when Catholics become Protestants, no press service 
gives it mention. 

For instance, four Roman Catholic priests recently were ordained 
as ministers in Protestant denominations, Now by all journalistic rules 
that is a front page story, but it never got printed. 

This suppression of mews comes about not because the editors of 
the news services are all Catholics and anti-Protestant, but because the 
Catholic Church is a tight, disciplined, united organization and exerts 
great pressure on the press, while the Protestants are so busy fighting 
each other that they have not succeeded in uniting sufficiently to coun- 
teract Catholic pressure, although Protestants are in the vast majority 
in this country. 

Another example of the suppression of Protestant news is the 
piteous appeal of Protestants in Spain to their fellow-Protestants 
throughout the world for help in securing some measure of religious 
liberty. This appeal was issued in Madrid, September 4, 1946, but 
was withheld three and a half months before being released for pub- 
lication by the Associated Press. Then it was almost unanimously sup- 
pressed by the large newspapers in the United States. 

The Spanish Protestants protested the nazi-like persecution they 
are being subjected to by the Vatican-sponsored Franco fascist gov- 
ernment. 


A~ LAWS. Here is the way things stand behind the scenes in 

labor relations at the time of this writing: The settlement of the 
steel workers’ demands is hoped by labor leaders to lead the way for 
other negotiations and thus check the development of anti-labor leg- 
islation in Congress. But many congressmen, especially in the House 
of Representatives, are still hell-bent to pass severe anti-labor laws. 
Many leading industrial relations men believe that the bill the House 
has finally produced is the product of hysteria and confusion rather 
than useful legislation. The congressmen, swept overboard by the 
hate-labor propaganda, have delayed the development of real labor 
regulations, which the country sorely needs, by their prejudiced per- 
formance. It is now up to the Senate to trim, mold and amend the 
House proposed legislation into something that will give honest and 
sincere representatives of labor and business a legal structure for in- 
dustrial relations that will not be subject to the excessive pressure 
and violent extremes of the past. 

One of the main difficulties, however, is that labor leaders have 
done great harm to their own cause by refusing to cooperate in de- 
veloping reasonable labor reforms either in or out of Congress. The 
viewpoint of labor leadership is that any law that Congress passes— 
even if they, the labor leaders, should be willing to cooperate, will 
most likely be restrictive and unfair to the workers’ interests and will 
rob organized labor of many of its hard-won gains. Hence, these labor 
leaders have stood aloof. 

When Congress has finally passed the new labor laws, these lead- 
ers are prepared to unite their forces to stage the biggest fight the na- 
tion has ever seen in its industrial relations, intensive in proportion 
that the new laws are restrictive and unfair to labor. 

The long period of congressional haggling over labor legislation 
is due to congressional party thought being unable to make up its 
mind concerning the way the political power trends will turn in the 
future. The drums of the hate-labor campaign whipped up in the press 
and radio by the large all-powerful business interests sweeps the con- 
gressman along toward action, then that night he has a nightmare as 
be dreams of the specter of organized labor's vote if that vote should 
be stirred to unity by anti-labor legislation. 





Atom Emergency 


(continued) 


which are still not comprehended 
by the general public. 

For instance, the War Depart- 
ment in Washington has spent 


* much money and energy in propa- 


ganda to make the American peo- 
ple assume that the atomic bomb 
is just another weapon, that old 
time boot-camp conscription will 
provide protection against mod- 
ern war and many other things 
that are entirely inconsistent with 
established scientific facts. 

Here are some of the facts, ac- 
cepted by all scientists, which the 
committee of scientists wants to 
broadcast: 

Atomic bombs can now be made 
cheaply and in large number. They 
will become more destructive. 

There is no military defense 
against atomic bombs, and none 
is to be expected. 

Other nations can rediscover our 
secret processes by themselves. 

Preparedness against atomic war 
is futile and, if attempted, will 
ruin the structure of our social 
order. 

If war breaks out, atomic bombs 
will be used, and they will surely 
destroy our civilization. 

There is no solution to this prob- 
lem except international control of 
atomic energy and, ultimately, the 
elimination of war. 

There are some few atomic sci- 
entists, such as Drs. Karl] and Ar- 
thur Compton, Dr. Bush and a few 
others, who are willing to play 
along with the War Department 
and who have even gone so far as 
to lend their 1.ames to the defense 
of the bombing of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, a defense that now has 
little historical fact to support it, 
(Between The Lines, March 3, 
1947). Most nuclear scientists con- 
sider the bombing of two Japanese 
cities—when the war was actually 
over—a terribie moral betrayal of 
the American people and the Amer- 
ican military tradition, as well as 
a betrayal of the men who made 
the bomb and had been assured 
that it would not be used except 
with a sense of high moral re- 
sponsibility. 

And now Dr. Frederic Joliot- 
Curie, Nobel prize winner and nu- 
clear scientist, indicates that 
France is planning to enter the 
field of atomic energy on a full- 
siZe national scale. The French say 
they do not intend to manufacture 
atomic bombs, but that they pos- 
sess the know-how for such a 
project. 

Certainly the American people 
should be made aware of this in- 
formation, especially some of our 
congressmen who still think that 
the whole atomic energy problem 
can be managed by our locking up 
the secrets we now have and 
threatening death to anyone who 
reveals them. 

As a matter of fact, United 
States atomic energy secrets are 
the result of the basic scientific 
discoveries made largely between 
1930 and 1939 and mostly by Eu- 
ropean scientists. In other words, 
our atomic secrets are already 
fully known in nearly a dozen 
other countries in the world! 





